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INSIDE  N.l. 

MEMBERSHIP  CHAIRMAN'S  REPORT 


May,  1986  Applications  for  Membership;  The  following  persons  have  ap- 
plied for  membership.  If  no  written  objections  are  received  by  July  1, 
1986,  their  membership  will  become  effective  on  that  date. 

2170  John  Trocki , 3007  School  St.,  Alexandria,  VA  22303 

2171- MT  Dr.  Norman  0.  Nicol,  P.  0.  Box  7545,  Santa  Rosa,  Calif.  95407 

(German  States  minors  1600-1750,  Islamic  Dynasties  - Med- 
ieval and  early  modern,  Modern  Egypt  1916  to  present) 

2172- MT  Paul  S.  Furmanek,  Box  151,  Montague,  Mich.  49437 

(Chinese  square  holed  cash  and  Ancient  China) 

2173  L.  Matulova,  P.  0.  Box  119,  58601  Jihlava,  Czechoslovakia 
(Coins,  Paper  Money,  Military  Badges  & Medals) 


DONATIONS  REPORT 


We  wish  to  acknowledge 
report: 

Name 

DROST,  Fred 
FOX,  Anton 
PIERATT,  John 


the  following  donations 


Type  of  Donation 

$20.00  Cash 
$5.00  Cash 
$5.00  Cash 

•kic-k-k-k 


received  since  the  last 


Preference  of  Use 

Building  Fund 
General  Operating  Fund 
General  Operating  Fund 


LIBRARIAN'S  REPORT 

I.  Acknowledgement  is  made  below  to  those  who  have  donated  material  to 

the  NI  Library. 

Chicago  Coin  Club 

NEEDLEMAN,  SAUL  B.  (Editor).  Perspective  in  Numismatics.  Studies 
presented  to  the  Chicago  Coin  Club.  Pub.  1986,  364pp,  illus.  Con- 
tains 21  articles  on  various  aspects  of  numismatics  from  ancient 
Greek  to  modern  collecting  written  especially  for  the  CCC  to  mark 
its  800th  meeting.  Worthwhile  reading  for  any  collector.  (See 
Book  News  in  this  issue  for  a detailed  description.) 

Fred  Drost 

WAGNER,  KIP.  Pieces  of  eight.  Recovering  the  riches  of  a lost 
Spanish  fleet.  Pub.  1966,  221pp,  illus. 

Anton  Fox  & John  Pieratt 

LEWIS,  PAUL  & ELAINE.  People  of  the  Golden  Triangle.  Six  Tribes  of 
Thailand.  Pub.  1985,  300pp , illus.  Though  not  numismatic,  the 
book  shows  coins  used  in  jewelry. 


99 


Marvi n L.  Fraley 

BETER,  PETER.  The  conspiracy  against  the  doHar.  The  spirit  of  the 
Neu)  iTirperialism.  Pub.  1973,  llOpp,  not  ill  us. 


HOPPE,  DONALD  J.  How  to  invest  in  gold  coins. 
i 11  us . 

Miscellaneous  Sources 


Pub.  1975,  295pp, 


MALET,  ALBERT/ISAAC,  JULES.  Le  Moyen  age.  Jusqu'a  la  Guerre  de  cent 
ans.  Pub.  1932,  508pp , illus.  French  history  to  Middle  Ages.  Of 
limited  numismatic  interest  but  a useful  history  text  for  French 
medieval  coin  collectors. 


ALDERSON,  A.D./IZ,  FAHIR.  The  Concise  Oxf ord-Turkish  Dictionary. 
Pub.  1959,  807pp,  not  illus. 


II.  In  addition  to  the  above  we  would  like  to  thank  Marvin  L.  Fraley 
and  David  Briggs  for  their  donation  of  additional  numismatic  material. 


III.  In  anybody  is  so  inclined,  the  Library  is  in  need  of  a donation 
of  the  latest  two  volume  Krause  world  coin  catalog. 


Granvyl  G.  Hulse,  Jr. 
NI  Book  Librarian 


***** 


"BEST  ARTICLE  OF  THE  YEAR'*  (1985)  TO  BE  PRESENTED 


The  voting  has  been  tallied  for  the  "Best  Article  of  the  Year"  for 
articles  appearing  in  the  M BULLETIN  during  1985.  The  final  results 
are  as  follows: 


# 


First  Place:  I.  C.  G.  Campbell.  "An  Introduction  to  Byzantine  Coinage, 

Nos.  1 - 9a"  (March  thru  December,  1985). 


Second  Place:  Robert  S.  Wicks.  "A  Survey  of  Native  Southeast  Asian 
(Tie)  Coinage  Circa  450-1850"  (February,  1985). 

Horace  P.  Flatt.  "THE  PASCO  MINT  (The  Eight  Reales  of 
1836),  (1842-46),  (The  Final  Years)",  Series  of  three 
articles  (August,  September  & December,  1985). 


Fourth  Place:  David  Block.  "Napoleonic  Medals:  The  Five  Battles" 

(October,  1985). 

Fifth  Place:  Raymond  J.  Hebert.  "St.  George,  the  Dragon  & The  Holy 

(Tie)  Family"  (May,  1985). 

Joseph  Uphoff  & James  Robert  Mori  arty.  III.  "Procurators, 
Coins,  and  the  Shroud"  ((September,  1985). 

The  voting  this  year  was  very  close  with  the  first  place  winner  rece^BlI 
ing  only  20%  of  the  vote  and  the  two  articles  tied  for  second  place 
taking  17.5%  each  of  the  vote.  Only  one  vote  separated  the  first  and 
second  place  spots.  Our  congratulations  to  Rev.  I.  C.  G.  Campbell  for 
his  continuing  excellent  work  on  Byzantine  coinage.  Having  installments 
to  date  through  No.  26  (an  not  finished),  this  series  will  run  well  into 
1987. 
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UNCOMMON  COMMON 


Tom 


Keener y 


A lexandriay 


Virginiay  NI  #1207 


CASH 


Every  collector  who  has  carefully  screened  a coin  dealer's  unorganized 
treasure  trove  (occasionally  referred  to  as  a junk  box)  has  encountered 
"cash"  coins,  i.e.,  those  from  China,  Japan,  Korea  or  Annam,  both  cast 
and  struck.  The  more  common  cash  pieces  from  individual  mints  look 
almost  exactly  alike  in  design  as  each  significant  issue  was  cast  in  a 
mold  made  using  identical  master  (or  original,  or  mother,  or  seed) 
coins  to  create  the  impression.  Yet,  minor  errors  can  occur,  producing 
very  desirable  results.  As  an  example,  all  three  coins  shown  below  are 
genuine,  unaltered  and  cast. 


Double  image  l^aoBh"  coins,  (top)  Board  of  Works  mint  of 
(Th'ing  Emperor  Chia  Ch'ing;  (left)  Japan  4 mon  (C-6)  with 
double  image;  (right)  triple  image  of  very  common  Jdtpanese 
4 mon  (C-4.2)  "cash"  coin.  Enlarged. 

The  coin  at  the  top  bears  the  legend  of  the  emperor  Chia  Ch'ing,  who  reigned 
between  1796-1820  AD.  Manchu  writing  on  the  reverse  identifies  this  coin 

•as  the  product  of  the  Board  of  Works  in  Peking  (Beijing,  today)  (C2.2), 
whichisthe  source  of  some  of  the  most  frequently  encountered  cash  pieces 
from  China's  Ch'ing  Dynasty  (1644-1911).  What  distinguishes  this  coin  from 
its  otherwise  extremely  common  relatives  is  that  the  coin  appears  to  be 
double  struck.  While  not  unknown  in  the  manufacture  of  struck  coinage, 
doubling  is  admittedly  uni  ike ly  when  one  is  cast-ins' a coin.  This  curious 
phenomenon  is  not  limited  to  cast  Chinese  cash  coins  , either.  At  the  lower 
left  in  the  photograph  is  shown  the  reverse  of  an  otherwise  very  common 
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Japanese  4 Mon  (C-6)  manufactured  between  1863-67  and  again,  seemingly 
impossibly,  double  imaged.  As  though  that  were  not  enough,  at  the  low- 
er right  is  pictured  the  reverse  of  an  even  more  common  Japanese  4 Mon 
(C-4.2),  manufactured  between  1769-1860,  which  has  a triple  image. 

Since  such  coins  are  not  known  to  be  available  in  quantity,  it  has  to 
be  a reasonable  assumption  that  the  master  coin  was  not  deliberately 
cut  in  a double  or  triple  image  fashion.  What  happened? 

First  it  must  be  pointed  out  that  each  coin  shown  in  the  photograph  has 
only  one  side  double  (or  triple)  imaged.  It  is  probable  this  fact  has 
a direct  relationship  to  the  most  likely  cause  of  the  doubling.  Rev. 
Coole  notes  on  page  36  of  his  Coins  in  China's  History  that  a double 
image  pictured  on  a Chinese  K'ai  Yuan  Tung  Pao  1 cash  coin  (produced 
between  618-627  AD)  was  caused  by  a slip  in  the  mold  plates  in  casting. 
The  characteristic  of  doubling/tripling  on  only  one  side  of  the  coins 
pictured  above  would  appear  to  refute  this  one  possible  explanation. 

It  is  unlikely  that  si ipping mold  plates  could  have  caused  a perfect 
double  image.  If  such  had  been  the  case,  the  image  would  have  been 
doubled  on  both  the  obverse  and  reverse  rather  than  on  one  side  only. 

It  is  more  likely  that  slipping  mold  plates  would  have  resulted  in  a 
misalignment  of  the  obverse  and  reverse  of  the.  coin  relative  to  the 
placement  of  the  center  hole,  probably  leading  to  the  creations  of 
coins  depicted  in  Schjoth's  Chinese  Currency  (viz:  S347,  -348,  -360). 

A more  likely  explanation  of  double  imaging  involves  the  manner  in 
which  the  molds  for  casting  the  coins  were  actually  manufactured. 

The  best  description  of  how  Japanese  (and  probably  most  other  Asian) 
coin  molds  were  created  is  in  Jacobs  and  Vermeule's  Japanese  Coinage 
on  page  40.  Briefly  stated,  a hard,  wet  sand  base  is  created;  master 
("seed"  or  "mother")  coins  are  arranged  on  and  pushed  into  the  base; 
interconnecting  channels  are  scratched  into  the  base  and  rods  placed 
in  the  channels;  more  wet  sand  is  placed  atop  the  arrangement;  every- 
thing is  clamped  together  and  allowed  to  dry  and  harden;  and  finally, 
the  hardened  pieces  are  separated  and  the  rods/master  coins  removed. 
From  this  process,  two  halves  of  a mold  have  been  created. 

Given  this  procedural  sequence,  the  most  likely  opportunity  for  a 
doubling  to  occur  appears  to  be  when  the  original  coins  are  placed  on 
the  hard  sand  base.  Any  earlier  than  this  is  not  possible,  while  any 
time  after  this  would  involve  making  physical  changes  to  a hard,  dry 
mold.  The  most  probable  time  is  when  the  master  coins  are  pressed 
into  place  in  the  base  so  as  to  create  the  impression  of  one  face  of 
the  coin.  One  possibility  is  that  the  master  coin  simply  stuck  to 
whatever  was  used  to  be  the  mold-maker  to  push  the  master  into  the 
sand,  just  as  a coin  will  stick  to  a moist  finger  if  one  pushes  hard 
on  it.  It  may  then  have  been  lifted  accidentally  out  of  the  mold  and 
then  pushed  back  into  place  although  slightly  askew  of  its  original 
placement.  Another  possibility  could  have  been  when  the  channels  were 
being  scratched  into  the  mold.  It  is  conceivable  that  the  master  coin 
was  flipped  out  of  position  during  the  channeling  procedure  and  pushed 
back  into  place  although  slightly  out  of  alignment. 

Either  of  the  two  procedures  above  could  have  resulted  in  a mold  which 
would  have  produced  a single  coin  having  a double  (or  triple)  image 
one  side  but  not  on  the  other.  As  suggested  above,  the  reasons  the 
other  side  could  not  be  doubled  in  this  arrangement  is  that  wet  sand 
is  packed  against  what  amounts  to  an  immobilized  display.  Regardless 
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of  the  ultimate  placement  of  the  master  coin  on  the  bottom  mold,  the 
wet  sand  on  top  would  only  take  one  image  as  it  finally  dried,  not 
two  or  more.  However  the  doubling  happened,  cast  cash  coins  such  as 
these  are  likely  one  of  a kind  and  could  be  regarded  as  significant 
rarities  among  otherwise  common  cast  cash  coins. 

********************************************************************** 


GOLD  ,£0 1 N A G E OF  THE  ROMAN  EMP IRE 
R.  R.  KutoheVj  Lincoln,  Nebraska,  NI  #1289 

Throughout  the  time  of  the  Roman  Empire  the  quality  of  the  gold  coinage 
was  maintained  at  a relatively  high  level  of  purity,  usually  around  96% 
of  pure  metal.  The  weight  of  the  gold  coins  did  decrease  with  time  how- 
ever. The  aureus  of  Augustus  was  struck  at  42  coins  to  the  Roman  pound, 
which  is  120.3  grains  each.  Nero  struck  45  coins  from  the  pound  and 


Gold  Aureus  of  Nero  Gold  Solidus  of  Anastasius 


Caracalla  squeezed  50  aurei  out  of  the  pound.  By  the  time  of  Gallienus, 
AD  253-268,  the  aureus  was  down  to  anywhere  from  60  to  70  to  the  pound 
or  84  to  72  grains  each. 


Constantine  I,  the  Great,  struck  aurei  at  the  beginning  of  his  reign. 


but  in  312  AD  he  introduced  a new 
was  struck  at  72  to  the  pound.  A1 


Gold.  Stameno  Nanisma  of  Basil  II 


[Old  coin  called  the  "solidus"  which 
0 introduced  at  this  time  was  the 
gold  "semis"  {h  solidus)  and  the 
gold  "scripulum",  which  had  no 
convenient  relationship  to  the  so- 
lidus. After  AD  324  the  solidus 
became  the  standard  gold  coin  of  the 
empire.  It  even  carried  over  through- 
out most  of  the  Byzantine  time  in 
good  quality,  if  not  in  weight. 

Toward  the  end  of  the  Byzantine 
Empire  the  gold  did  get  adulterated 
with  silver  and  some  of  them  look 
more  silver  than  gold  today. 


*********************************************************************** 
MAJOR  CANADIAN  ERROR 


Just  coming  to  light  in  1985  is  a nickel  coin  with  a (1981)  half-dollar 
obverse  showing  the  Machin  head  of  Queen  Elizabeth  muled  with  the  re- 
verse of  the  gold  $100  "0  Canada"  reverse.  The  diameters  of  the  two 
coins  are  almost  exactly  the  same;  the  half-dollar  being  larger  at 
27.13  mm  while  the  gold  coin  is  27mm  even. 
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THE  PASCO  MINT: 

A NEWLY  DISCOVERED  COIN 

Horace  P.  Flatty  NLGj  Saratoga^  California^  HI  H1873 

In  a recent  article  (1),  the  author  has  written  of  the  coins  minted 
in  the  years  1855  to  1857.  Since  that  article  was  written,  a prev- 
iously unreported  four  reales  coin  of  Pasco  dated  1855  has  appeared 
in  a sale  in  New  York.  Through  the  courtesy  of  Mr.  R.  H.  Ponterio 
of  Ponterio  & Associates,  Inc.,  a photograph-and  some  data  concerning 
the  coin  has  been  made  available.  The  existence  of  this  coin  is  be- 
lieved to  resolve  a difficult  point  in  the  referenced  article. 


A previously  Unreported  Pasco  Mint  1855  Four 
Beales  with  Assayer' s initials  of  "N  S". 

From  the  photograph,  it  is  noted  that  the  assayer's  initials  are  "N  S". 
The  name  of  the  person  or  persons  corresponding  to  those  initials  is 
currently  unknown.  The  specific  gravity  of  the  coin  is  10.405,  the 
weight  is  12.56  grams,  and  the  diameter  is  33.7  mm.  The  coin  is  there- 
fore of  the  full  legal  fineness  of  the  period  (10  dineros  20  grains), 
and  the  weight  and  diameter  is  consistent  with  the  four  reales  of  Lima 
of  1854. 

The  May  5,  1855  issue  of  "El  Comercio"  noted  that  "The  mint  of  Quinua 
continues  minting,  although  with  slowness  and  difficulty  because  of 
the  lack  of  a new  machine."  As  is  known,  the  Pasco  mint  was  actually 
located  in  the  nearby  village  of  Quinua.  However,  this  reference  could 
not  be  explained  in  terms  of  the  previously  known  Pasco  coins  of  1855, 
for  it  is  clear  that  they  were  minted  in  accord  with  the  decrees  of 
June  2,  1855  which  reduced  the  weight  of  the  silver  coins  --  a reduc- 
tion which  also  translated  into  a change  of  diameter  from  about  33.5  mm. 
to  32.  mm.  for  the  four  reales  coins.  Thus,  the  known  coins  were  be- 
lieved to  have  been  minted  after  the  appearance  of  that  decree  and 
hence  the  possibility  of  the  discovery  of  a new  type  coin  was  left  open 
in  the  article.  A coin  minted  before  June  should  have  had  the  weight 
and  diameter  of  this  newly  discovered  coin.  The  assayer's  initials, 
while  unknown,  are  also  consistent  with  the  fact  that  Ignacio  Ortiz  de 
Zevalos  was  not  officially  appointed  director  and  assayer  until  April 
14  and  did  not  leave  for  Pasco  until  June  of  1855.  At  an  earlier  time 
the  assayer's  initials  "M  0",  which  appeared  on  the  eight  reales  of 
1836,  corresponded  to  the  operator  of  the  callana  at  Pasco.  It  will  be 
interesting  to  discover  if  the  prior  example  was  being  followed  in  1855. 
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Reference : 


1.  Flatt,  H.  P.,  "The  Pasco  Mint:  The  Final  Years",  NI  Bulletin, 

(Dec.  1985). 

*★*■*•★★*★**★■**★***★★*****  *★★***★********  *********★★****■*■★***★*★**★*★*★★ 
FAMILIAR  MOTTO 


George  Dunn,  Toronto,  Ontario,  Canada,  NI  U2000 


Germany  - SAXONY  - Albertine  Line.  , Silver  Klippe. (square)  shooting 
taler  of  Johann  Georg  IV  (1691-4).  This  issue  commemorates  the  in- 
vestiture of  the  Order  of  the  Garter,  bearing  the  Motto  of  the  Order: 
HONI  SOIT  QUI  MAL  Y PENSE  ("Evil  to  him  who  evil  thinks").  This  motto 
is  often  seen  on  British  coins. 


★*■**★**★★★**★*★**★***•*■**■*•★★*★★*★***★****★**★'*"*■*★*■*•★★**★************■*'* 


THE  "DIOSCURI" 


The  Dioscuri  on  a Denarius 
of  A.  Albinus 


The  "Dioscuri",  who  were  found  on 
many  ancient  Roman  coins,  were  the 
twin  sons  of  Jupiter,  Castor  and 
Pollux.  They  were  sometimes  called 
"Tyndarides"  because  their  mother, 
Leda,  was  the  wife  of  Tyndarus , 

King  of  Sparta.  The  two  brothers 
were  the  patrons  of  warriors, 
travelers,  the  order  of  kinghts 
and  of  the  chariot  races.  A fest- 
ival in  their  honor  was  always 


celebrated  on  the  28th  day  of  January. 

(Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutcher) 

************-k**ic**-k**-k-k-k-k***-kick-k*-k*irk*-k*-k-k**ic-k-k-k-k****-k-k-k*-k-k*-k-k**-k-k*ic* 
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YUKON  "PLACER  GOLD  MINING  BUCKS" 


Dick  Hansecm,  Fairbanks  ^ Alaska 


The  efforts  of  environmentalists  is  making  it  increasingly  difficult 
for  placer  miners  in  Alaska  and  the  Yukon!  This  is  the  industry  that 
led  to  the  development  of  both  territories.  It  is  now  in  danger  of 
becoming  extinct  through  over-regulation  by  near-sighted  bureaucrats. 

There  are  two  types  of  gold  mining:  hard  rock,  as  is  done  in  major  mines 
in  South  Africa,  and  placer.  Placer  gold  is  free  gold,  long  since 
eroded  from  the  vein  of  hard  rock  gold.  To  obtain  the  gold,  miners 
must  wash  the  dirt  away  with  large  quantities  of  water.  Placer  mines 
are  generally  small,  family  run  operations,  thus  easy  targets  for  the 
environmentalists  and  bureaucrats. 


Overprinted  Pick  75d  note  of  Bank  of  Canada  notes. 


The  Yukon  Placer  Miners  Survival  Committee  was  not  about  to  take  this 
lying  down.  On  June  16,  1983,  the  "Placer  Gold  Mining  Bucks"  were  re- 
leased to  circulation.  Mike  Laforet,  a member  of  YPMSC,  calls  it  an 
advertising  coup.  "It's  so  simple  and  the  benefits  are  maximum."  The 
main  purpose  of  the  over-print  is  to  bring  to  people's  attention  just 
how  much  of  the  currency  in  circulation  can  be  traced  back  to  the 
placer  miner. 

In  a phone  conversation  on  August  25,  1983,  with  Mr.  Barry  Dewar,  the 
manager  of  the  Dawson  branch  of  the  Canadian  Imperial  Bank  of  Commerce, 
we  learned  that  only  a small  percentage  of  the  notes  were  being  over- 
printed. Mr.  Dewar  explained  that  while  over-printing  Canadian  notes 
is  illegal,  the  banks  have  chosen  to  ignore  the  notes  (thus  leaving  them 
in  circulation).  We  suspect  that  this  must  have  been  done  with  the  un- 
official consent  of  the  local  detachment  of  the  Royal  Canadian  Mounted 
Police.  Much  of  the  banking  business  in  the  Yukon  (Territory)  is  based 
on  the  placer  mining  economy  and  to  not  circulate  the  notes  would  upset 
a large  portion  of  the  population. 

Mr.  Dewar  also  said  that  circulating  the  notes  had  not  created  any 
problems.  A German  tourist  did  question  the  legitimacy  of  the  note 
(was  it  counterfeit)  and  an  environmentalist  refused  to  accept  them. 
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All  denominations  have  been  over-printed,  from  the  $1  to  $100. 

We  do  not  know  what  effect  this  protest  had.  Attacks  on  the  placer 
mining  industry  continue  in  both  Alaska  and  the  Yukon. 


Dick  Hanscom  is  Editor-Publisher  of  the  Alaska  Token  Coll&atov  and 
Polar  Nivn'ismat'tst  whose  address  is:  Box  2832,  Fairbanks,  Alaska 

99707,  USA. 

********************************************************************** 
THE  ART  OF  THE  SESTERTII 


Sestertius  of  Claudius 

Considered  as  works  of  art,  the  sestertii  is  without  question  the  grand- 
est of  the  Roman  coins.  This  art  can  be  divided  into  four  main  periods. 
The  ascending  art,  from  Augustus  to  Claudius;  the  period  of  fine  art, 
Nero  to  Domitian;  the  transition  period  of  Nerva  to  Commodus;  and  the 
period  of  decline,  Severus  to  Gallienus.  There  are  however,  latter 
periods  of  good  art,  like  some  of  the  coins  of  Probus  and  Diocletian, 
but  these  rare  occasions  are  on  coins  of  much  smaller  size  than  the 
sesterti i . 


(Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutcher) 

*********************************************************************** 
COMMEMORATION  COINS  OF  SEPTIMIUS  SEVERUS 


On  the  fourth  day  of  February  AD  211, 
Septimius  Severus  died  at  York  in 
Britain.  He  was  cremated  and  his 
ashes  were  place  in  an  urn  of  purple 
stone  for  transmission  to  Rome,  where 
it  was  placed  in  the  tomb  of  Marcus 
Aurelius.  A number  of  commemorative 
coins  were  struck  for  Severus  with 
the  obverse  legend  of  "DIVO  SEVERO  PIO".  One  of  the  more  interesting 
reverses  of  this  series  shows  a wreath  on  the  throne  with  a footstool 
below  and  the  legend  "CONSECRATIO" . 

(Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutcher) 
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THE  CURRENCY  TWOPENCES  OF  1838  AND  1848 


John  DeMaraiSj  Lincoln,  Nebraska,  NI  #15Z9 

Most  collectors  are  familiar  with  the  special  British  denominations 
struck  for  use  in  British  colonies  rather  than  the  homeland.  These  in- 
clude the  copper  1/4,  1/3,  and  1/2  farthings  and  the  silver  1 1/2,  3 
and  4 pence  coins.  The  use  of  half-farthings  and  threepences  was 
extended  to  Great  Britain  in  1842  and  1845  respectively  (1).  There  is 
another  piece  struck  for  colonial  use  that  has  been  greatly  neglected. 
This  is  the  silver  twopence  of  Maundy  type  dated  either  1838  or  1848. 
These  are  not  listed  in  recent  editions  of  Seaby's  Coins  of  England  and 
the  United  Kingdom  or  in  R.  S.  Yeoman's  Modern  World  Coins.  However, 
mention  is  made  of  them  in  H.  A.  Seaby's~English  Silver  Coins  from 
1 649,  and  they  are  listed  in  recent  Krause  and  Mishler  catalogs. 

The  curency  twopences  came  about  for  the  same  reasons  as  the  other 
colonial  denominations.  From  1825,  the  British  government  attempted  to 
introduce  sterling  into  various  colonies  where  it  was  practical.  To  do 
so,  it  had  to  replace  a wide  variety  of  local  accounting  and  pricing 
systems.  After  1825  sterling  was  introduced  in  Ceylon  and  Malta 
successfully.  However,  British  attempts  to  introduce  sterling  into  the 
West  Indies  met  with  difficulties.  This  was  primarily  because  the 
Proclamation  of  March  25,  1825,  established  an  inconvenient  and 
inaccurate  exchange  rate  between  sterling  and  the  Spanish  dollar  (four 
shillings  and  four  pence  per  dollar).  This  was  corrected  by  the 
Proclamation  of  September  14,  1838,  which  reset  the  rate  to  four 
shillings  and  two  pence.  This  was  not  only  a more  accurate  exchange 
rate  but  also  a more  convenient  one.  The  Spanish  dollar  was  now  equal 
to  fifty  pence  sterling  or  one  hundred  cents  or  halfpence.  This  is  the 
origin  of  the  West  Indian  dollar  of  fifty  pence  sterling. 

What  then  was  the  exact  purpose  of  the  currency  twopence?  It  was  meant 
to  function  as  a half  bit  in  British  Guyana  and  some  West  Indies 
islands.  It  apparently  also  played  some  role  in  Sierra  Leone.  In 
British  Guyana  the  dollar  was  divided  into  three  guilders  or  12  bits. 
Shortly  after  1838  the  guilder  was  reduced  to  3 1/8  per  dollar  and  the 
bit  to  12  1/2  per  dollar.  This  made  the  bit  equal  to  exactly  fourpence 
sterling.  Since  there  was  also  a 1/8  guilder  coin,  a twopence  was  also 
necessary.  These  adjustments  made  it  possible  to  introduce  sterling 
without  disturbing  traditional  systems  of  accounting  and  pricing.  In 
the  West  Indies  islands  of  Antigua,  St.  Kitts,  Nevis,  Montseratt,  and 
Dominica  the  dollar  was  also  divided  into  12  bits  (2).  Here  again  the 
fourpences  and  twopences  found  use  as  bits  and  half  bits.  The  twopence 
is  also  said  to  have  been  used  on  St.  Vincent's  (3). 

The  fourpence  had  a long  career  in  the  West  Indies  and  Guyana;  it  con- 
tinued to  be  produced  for  British  Guyana  until  the  end  of  World  War  II. 
The  little  twopence  had  a briefer  career,  probably  because  this  dimin- 
utive coin  had  no  real  advantage  over  two  copper  pennies.  The  Royal 
Mint  struck  1,045,440  twopences  for  colonial  use  in  1838.  It  struck 
more  in  1848,  but  I have  not  seen  mintages  for  this  year. 

The  silver  twopence  was  never  valid  in  the  United  Kingdom,  so  those 
who  collect  coins  used  only  in  Great  Britain  will  not  be  very  inter- 
ested in  this  coin.  However,  for  those  interested  in  British  colonial 
currency,  this  coin  is  really  a necessity,  since  it  was  an  important 
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part  of  the  extension  of  sterling  into  various  colonies.  Those  who 
avoid  ceremonial  and  commemorative  coins  should  not  avoid  these  two 
dates.  These  coins  appear  quite  often  on  lists  and  at  shows.  They 
are  not  orphans  from  Maundy  sets.  Rather,  they  are  money  which  can 
stand  proudly  on  their  own  right. 


1 - John  Craig,  The  Mint  (Cambridge,  1953),  p.  312.  Although  most 

references  state  the  threepence  was  introduced  in  Great  Britain 
in  1845,  Craig  says  they  became  current  in  August,  1839. 

2 - James  Pennington,  The  Currency  of  the  British  Colonies  (New  York, 

1967,  reprint  of  1848  edition),  p.  48. 

3 - Craig,  op.  cit.,  pp.  381-2. 

ic'k'k'k'k'^'kic'k'k'k'k'k'^'k'k'k'k'k'k'kii'k'kit'k'k'k'k'k'kic'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'kic'k'k'k'k'i^'i^'k’k'k'k’k'^'k'k'k'k'iQ'kic'^'k'k'k'k’k'ic'k 

DATING  OF  ELIZABETH  I CROWNS 


Some  undated  Elizabeth  I silver  crown  coins  can  be  assigned  their 
proper  date  by  their  mintmarks.  Those  with  the  mark  of  "0"  are  from 
1600,  those  with  "1"  were  struck  in  1601  and  those  with  a "2"  were 
struck  in  1602.  (Submitted  by  B.  R.  Kutcher) 

************************************************************************* 


The  English  twenty  shilling  gold 
coins  are  called  "guineas”.  This 
name  became  popular  when  it  was 
learned  that  the  metal  for  these 
first  twenty  shilling  gold  pieces 
was  obtained  from  the  African  Comp- 
any which  traded  with  the  Guinea 
Coast  of  Africa.  The  elephant  was 
the  badge  of  this  company  and  can 
be  seen  (below  the  bust)  on  the 
English  gold  coins  where  the  source 
of  the  metal  was  the  African  Company. 

(Submitted  by  B.  R.  Kutcher) 
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THE  ENGLISH  "GUINEAS" 


Gold  Guinea  of  Charles  II 


AN  INTRODUCTION  TO  BYZANTINE  COINAGE 


I.  C.  G.  Camptell,  Linooln,  Eehvaska,  NI  #LM-12 

No.  13  - JUSTINIAN  II  RHINOMETUS  (Slit-nose). 

First  Reign  - 685-695. 

He  became  emperor  at  16  and  was  one  of  the  worst  and  most  incompetent 
rulers  of  the  Byzantine  Empire  though  he  had  able  ministers. 

His  general,  Leontius,  conquered  Albania  and  Iberia  and  later  heavily 
defeated  the  Bui  gars  and  Slavs.  The  Arabs  had  renewed  their  truce  even 
more  favourably  than  before  but  Justinian  declared  war  on  them  because 
the  tribute  was  paid  in  gold  dinars  instead  of  solidi.  Here  his  fath- 
er's work  was  undone  so  he  imprisoned  Leontius  and  killed  many  of  his 
subjects.  Further  he  attempted  to  enforce  his  religious  doctrines  on 
the  Church  of  Rome  so  that  Byzantine  authority  declined  greatly  in 
Italy . 

Later  he  released  Leontius,  giving  him  the  command  of  the  Hellas  Theme. 
Knowing  that  his  doom  was  sealed  and  that  Justinian  was  universally 
feared  and  detested,  Leontius  seized  power,  sparing  the  emperor's  life 
(a  great  mistake),  merely  slitting  his  nose  and  tongue,  then  exiling 
him  to  Cherson  (the  Crimea).  The  population  burned  alive  the  two  tax 
collectors  (ministers),  a just  end  as  it  happened.  One  of  them  had 
even  flogged  the  emperor's  mother,  Anastasia.  Such  were  the  joys  of 
Byzantine  imperial  life  and  power. 

The  Coinage 

Regnal  years,  1/11;  Indictions  14/15,1/9. 

Numismatically  the  reign  is  of  special  interest  because  of  the  changes 
in  the  style  of  the  coinage.  Thus  the  military  uniform  so  frequently 
used  in  the  past  was  given  up  for  the  imperial  robes,  the  variations 
in  the  designs  of  which,  in  later  reigns,  are  much  used  in  denoting 
different  dies,  dating  and  so  on.  More  important,  however,  is  the 
introduction  of  the  bust  of  Christ  in  692,  so  noteworthy  a character- 
istic of  the  Byzantine  coinage.  (Marcian's  solidus  is  not  counted.) 

In  the  first  portrayal  the  Christos  has  flowing  hair  and  beard.  The 
later  one  has  a close  beard  and  the  hair  in  a row  of  curls.  From  this 
time  on  there  seems  to  be  no  real  attempt  at  portraiture  for  the  emp- 
erors. The  Christos  head,  on  the  obverse,  is  not  nimbate  but  has  a 
cross  placed  behind  it. 

More  noticeable  are  the  new  legends  used  with  the  later  coins.  Thus 
the  old  Roman  PP  AVG  is  replaced  bv  MHLTlS  AN  (multos  annos, 
-many  years,  Latin).  VICTORIA  AVG  is  replaced  by  / 

^ M (Jesus  Christ,  King  of  Kings).  The  majority  of  the 
coins  have  the  old  legends. 

Where  the  bust  of  the  Christos  appears  on  the  obverse  along  with  the 
imperial  name  is  the  legend  5 6" V (servant  of  Christ). 

Any  of  the  legends  may  appear  in  abbreviated  and/or  blundered  forms. 

All  the  Anatolian  mints  have  vanished  and  in  North  Africa  only  Carth- 
age remains. 


no 


Judging  from  the  lack  of  silver  and  copper,  gold  has  become  the  main 
coinage  of  the  Empire. 


The  Coins 


GO]^:  In  spite  of  the  great  variety,  they  are  relatively  uncommon  and 

some  forms  are  rare.  The  imperial  legend  is  ' ‘i.S' ZT/ A/ /A/v ^ TiT  At/', 
Officinae  A - 0 are  found  on  the  more  plentiful  varieties,  otherwise 
just  one  or  two  officinae  symbols.  In  the  Christos  issues  the  Cross 
Potens  is  replaced  by  a figure  of  the  emperor. 


Solidus j old  type 
Const. 


Tremissis 

Const. 


CONSTANTINOPLE; 

CARTHAGE : 
SARDINIA: 
SYRACUSE: 

UNCERTAIN 
ITALIAN  MINTS: 


Solidus,  1 t wt  solidus,  23  siliquae  & very  rare, 
semissis,  tremissis,  both  of  which  are  quite  uncommon. 

Solidus,  thick  and  small  as  before. 

Solidus,  as  Carthage. 

Note  the  characteristic  elongated  form  of  the  letter 
’A",  both  sides,  as  with  the  semissis  and  tremissis. 

In  earlier  catalogues  these  issues  were  attributed 
to  Rome  and  Ravenna.  Wroth  says  the  coins  may  be 
distinguished  by  rude  engravings  in  high  relief  and 
that  often  the  gold  is  debased.  0 or  some  other 
symbol  , or  a dotted  arrangement  are  found  on  these 
issues . 


Sjn/£R:  Almost  none  seems  to  have  been  struck  during  this  reign  and 
one  wonders  what  the  ordinary  folk  did  for  day  to  day  living?  There 
There  is  the  usual  extremely  rare 
Ceremonial  Miliariesion  struck  at 
Constantinople.  The  same  mint 
struck  the  silver  hexagram  (2 
types,  using  solidus  dies  and 
weighing  6-6.5  gms.).  Both  are 
uncommon.  The  only  other  silver 
piece  is  the  % siliqua  struck  in 
Rome.  It  bears  no  legend  but  the 
reverse  has  RM  and  a cross.  It  is 
very  uncommon. 

COPPER;  So  few  copper  coins  seem  to  have  survived,  poorly  struck  in 
the  first  place,  irregular  in  shape,  and  in  very  poor  condition  - 
how  did  the  poor  manage?  Presumably  there  were  plenty  of  coppers  of 
earlier  reigns,  the  more  so  as  many  of  the  coins  of  this  reign  are 
themselves  restruck  on  earlier  coins. 


Ceremonial  hexagram. 

Type  1 - long  beard  and  hair 
as  Seaby  1248 
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CONSTANTINOPLE: 

CARTHAGE : 
SARDINIA: 
SYRACUSE: 


Follis  (yr  2),  % F (yr  1),  10  N.  These  last  two  are 
usually  fractions  of  issues  of  earlier  reigns. 

Fol  1 is  and  F. 

Follis  and  F. 

Follis.  This  mint  seems  to  have  struck  far  and  away 
the  most  coins  (or  at  least  more  from  it  have  survived, 
though  I never  came  across  any  in  Istanbul).  The  F 
also  is  known. 


h F,  reverse. 
Sardinia 


h Fj,  Naples 
Note  rectangle 


NAPLES:  % F,  sometimes  found  on  rectangular  flans. 

ROME:  3/4  F. 

RAVENNA:  Follis. 


Some  of  the  coins  of  this  reign  are  know  from  earlier  catalogs  than 
Seaby's  and  D.O.  but  were  attributed  to  other  reigns.  This  is  true  of 
several  following  reigns.  One  needs  to  be  a specialist,  with  a wide 
experience  to  appreciate  many  of  the  differences. 

************************************************************************** 
THE  FIRST  ENGLISH  "CROWN" 


Silver  Crown  of  Edward  VI 


The  first  English  five  shilling  silver  coin,  "crown",  is  dated  1551 
and  was  struck  at  the  combined  Tower  and  the  Southwark  mints.  These 
coins  have  a "Y"  mintmark,  which  was  the  initial  of  the  mintmaster. 
Sir  John  Yorke.  Edward  VI  was  the  English  monarch  at  this  time,  and 
is  shown  on  horseback  with  a sword  over  his  shoulder  on  these  coins. 

(Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutcher) 
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TWO  TURKISH  TOKENS  AND  A MEDAL 


Bob  Reis 3 Lake  Oswego ^ Oregon,  NI  #1649 


I sent  these  three  items  to  that  wonderful  resource,  the  NI  Attribution 
Committee,  and  in  Mr.  Panish's  response  he  mentioned  that  they  were  all 
unpublished.  So  here  they  are  described  in  English,  ostensibly  for  the 
first  time. 


Item  #1  is  31  mm.  copper  nickel,  undated.  Obverse  says  it's  a "Credit 
Counter"  for  the  A.M.K.S.  Industrial  plant,  value  500  kurus.  Reverse 
translates  "Plant  founded  1 September  (1)925."  Struck  ca.  1934. 


Item  #2  is  24  irni. , copper-nickel,  undated.  Struck  ca.  1938  by  the 
Maritime  Bank,  Istanbul,  as  an  investment  to  new  investors.  Reverse 
inscription  reads  "Good  for  exactly  1 (Kurus)." 


Item  #3  is  33  mm.,  silver-plated  bronze,  undated.  Made  ca.  1924  by 
the  Turkish  commercial  Bank  to  advertise  its  acquisition  of  the  assets 
of  the  National  Bank.  Reverse  translates:  "National  Bank  Bankrupt 

1914". 
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All  credit  for  these  attributions  is  with  the  Attribution  Committee, 
whose  selfless  service  and  wide  expertise  cannot  be  praised  highly 
enough.  May  it  survive  and  prosper  for  two  hundred  years! 

**************************+******************************************* 
FROM  THE  MAILBOX 

LEGAL  TENDER"  should  he  made  Tequived  vead'Lng 

In  "WHY  LEGAL  TENDER"  {NIB  ^ Feb.  '86,  pp.  43-4),  John  DeMarais  makes 
the  case  as  compel lingly  as  I've  ever  seen  it  stated.  If  only  this 
devastating  article  could  be  made  required  reading  on  as  broad  a scale 
as  possible!  Congratulations  to  him  and  to  NI  for  disseminating  it. 

Randolph  Zander 
Alexandria,  Virginia 


Augustus'  140  eolon-Lal  mints  discussed  further 

(Ed.  : Bobert  Maisoh  wrote  for  information  on  the  referenae  referring 

to  the  fact  that  Augustus  had  coins  struck  at  140  mints  TNIB,  Dec.  1985^ 
p.  368).  Following  is  the  reply  from  the  contributor  of  the  filler.) 

If  you  have  a copy  of  GREEK  IMPERIAL  COINS  AND  THEIR  VALUES,  by  David 
R.  Sear,  look  on  page  1 under  Augustus  and  you  will  find;  "The  Greek 
Imperial  coinage  of  Augustus  is,  as  might  be  expected,  very  extensive, 
with  more  than  140  mints  in  operation."  This  statement  from  his  book 
I did  not  believe  to  be  very  controversial  or  exaggerated  and  not  one 
I would  think  to  draw  a response. 

In  my  correspondence  with  Dr.  Michael  Metcalf,  of  the  Ashmolean  Museum 
in  Oxford,  England,  I have  learned  of  several  Asiatic  mints  for  Aug- 
ustus that  are  not  listed  by  D.  R.  Sear.  Also,  it  is  believed  by  some, 
that  early  in  Augustus'  reign,  Alexandria  was  not  the  only  mint  in 
Egypt  to  issue  coins  for  him.  It  is  known  that  under  the  Ptolemys, 
several  mints  were  in  operation,  and  some  say  there  is  evidence  that 
they  were  in  use,  at  times,  under  Augustus  before  he  had  the  time  to 
consolidate  his  powers  and  give  any  time  to  his  distant  personal  prop- 
erty of  Egypt. 

You  may  already  be  aware  of  the  experiments  Augustus  conducted  at  the 
Alexandrian  mint.  Here  it  has  been  shown  that  the  work  of  the  mint 
was  conducted  in  several  "shops"  and  at  different  times  of  the  year. 

At  the  opposite  end  of  the  Medi terranean , Spain  had  a few  mints  that_ 
issued  coins  for  Augustus  only,  as  was  the  case  for  some  other  colonial 
mints.  Technically,  I should  not  use  the  term  "colonial",  as  some  of 
the  towns  issuing  for  Augustus  did  not  have  the  status  of  colony,  and 
that  is  why  they  are  sometimes  not  listed  as  colonial  mints  in  refer- 
ence books. 

I do  hope  that  I have  settled  your  concerns  and  discussions  on  this 
matter  of  the  140  mints,  and  that,  maybe,  I have  created  more. 

Robert  R.  Kutcher 
Lincoln,  Nebraska 
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CONTENTS  OF  THE  NI  REFERENCE  COLLECTION 


(Members  desiring  to  borrow  coins  from  the  collection  for  research  pur- 
poses, lecture  use,  non-competitive  displays;  or  any  other  reasons,  may 
do  so  by  paying  postage  and  insurance  both  directions.) 

Key  to  Listing:  FINE  or  better  for  all  Yeoman  types.  VERY  GOOD  or  bet- 

ter for  all  Craig  types.  Underlined  = Uncirculated.  C = Complete.  £ 

= Complete  with  at  least  one  uncirculated  type.  CX  ( ) = Complete 

except  those  listed.  X = Except.  Mints  are  not  listed  unless  multiple 
for  the  particular  year. 


YUGOSLAVIA:  Y25  - C;  Y26  - C;  Y27  - C;  Y28  - C;  Y29  - C;  Y30  - C;  Y31 

- C;  Y32  - C;  Y33  - C;  Y34  - C;  Y35  - C;  YA35  - C;  Y36  - C;  Y37  - C; 
Y38  - 1965;  Y39  - C to  1978  X (1973,  1976,  1977);  Y40  - C to  1975  X 
(1974);  Y41  - 1954,  1973;  Y42  - C;  YA45  - 1973,1979;  Y45  - C to  1973. 
Croatia:  Y1  - C.  Montenegro:  Y3  - 1906;  Y4  - 1906.  Serbia:  Y14  - 

1904,  1912;  Y15  - CX  (1917);  Y16  - 1912;  Y17  - C;  Y19  - 19V5;  Y25  - C; 
Y26  - C. 


ZAIRE:  Belgian  Congo  - Y17  - 1921,  1926;  Y18  - 1911,  1922;  Y19  - 1911; 

Y^^-  1923,  1926;  Y22  - C;  Y23  - 1947;  Y24  - C.  Belg.  Con.  & Ruanda- 
Urundi  - Y28  - C;  Y29  - C;  Y30  - 1957,  1960.  Congo  Dem.  Rep.  - Y1  - 
C;  Y2  - C;  Y3  - 1967;  Y4  - 1967.  Katanga  - Y2  - C;  Y3  - C. 


ZAMBIA:  Y1  - C;  Y2  - C;  Y3  - C;  Y4  - C;  Y5  - C;  Y6  - C;  Y7  - C;  Y8  - 

C;  Y'9‘  - 1968,  1969,  1972,  1978;  YIO  - 1968;  Yll  - 1968,  1972;  Y12  - 

1968;  Y13  - 1968;  Y14  - C;  Y16  - C. 

AFGHANISTAN:  YlO.l  - 1312;  Y62  - C;  Y69  - C;  Y90  - C;  Y91  - C;  Y93  - 

C;  V94  - C;  Y95  - 1330;  Y95b  - C;  Y96  - C;  Y96a  - 1332,  1334;  Y98  - C; 

Y99  - C;  YlOO-102  - C;  Y103  - 1352. 


ALBANIA:  Y3  - 1927;  Y5  - 1930;  Y14  - C;  Y15  - C;  Y28  - 1940;  Y29  - 

1939;  Y31  - 1939;  Y32  - 1939;  Y35  - 1947;  Y36  - 1947. 

ALGERIA:  Y1  - 1949;  Y2  to  Yll  - C;  Y13-14  - C;  Y15a  - C.  Alger: 

KM'  Tnl  - CX  (1918);  KM  Tn3  - 1917;  KM  Tn5  - 1916,  1918;  KM  Tn6  - C; 
KM  Tn7  - T917;  KM  Tn  8 - 1921. 


ANGOLA:  Y20  - 1928;  Y21  - 1927;  Y22  - 1949;  Y23  - 1948;  Y23a  - C; 
Y24  - C;  Y25  - 1954,  1955,  1961;  Y26  - 1945;  Y27  - 1953,  1956;  Y28  - 
1952. 


ARGENTINA.  Provisional  Issues  - Buenos  Aires:  C41  - 1822;  C43-  1827. 

ARd'ENTINA:  YV 1892 ; Y2  - 1888,  1891  ,"1893,  1894,  1895;  Y3  - 1883; 

Y7  - 1903,  1907,  1914,  1917,  1933,  1937,  1938,  1940,  1942;  Y8  - 1898, 
1909,  1920,  1921,  1925,  1927,  1937,  1938;  Y9  - 1938,  1942;  Y12  - 1940, 
1944;  Y12a  - 1948;  Y13  - 1939,  1940;  Y13a  - 1949;  Y14  - C;  Y15  - ZT~ 
IT948);  Y16  - 1942,  1946,  1948,  1949;  Y17  - 1947,  1949,  1950;  Y18-20  - 
C;  Y21  - C;  Y21a  - C;  Y21b  - CX  (1954);  Y22  - 1951;  Y22a  - 1953; 

Y22b  - C;  Y23  - C;  Y23a  - 1953;  Y23b  - CX  (195FrTY24  - CX  (1952); 

•Y25  - C;  Y26  - CX  (1959);  Y27  - CX  (1961);  Y28  - CX  (1959);  Y29  - CX 
(1962);  Y30  - C;  Y31  - CX  (1968);  Y32  - C;  Y33  - CX  (1954,  1966);  . 

Y34  - C;  Y35  Y36  - 1973;  Y37  - 1972  , 1973;  Yl8  - 1970,  1971  ; 

Y40  - 1970;  Y41a  - 1976;  Y50  - C;  Y51  - C. 

ASCENSION  IS.:  Y1  - C. 

AUSTRALIA:  Y1  - C;  Y2  - C;  Y5  - 1911,  19161,  19171,  1922,  1927-1931 

incl.;  1933-1936  incl.;  Y6  - 1912H,  1913,  19161,  19171,  1919  no  dots. 
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BOOK  NEWS 


(Readers  are  invited  to  submit  reviews  of  the  books  noted 
in  this  section.) 

PERSPECTIVES  IN  NUMISMATICS.  Chicago:  Chicago  Coin  Club, 
[1986?];  approximately  400  pp.  with  numerous  illustra- 
tions . 


This  is  a scholarly  collection  of  numismatic  articles 
with  contributions  from  national  and  local  authorities  on 
various  topics.  The  illustrations  are  of  coins  and  arti- 
facts supporting  the  essays.  The  book  has  five  major 
divisions:  Ancient,  Medieval,  Modern,  Exonumia,  and 
Philosophy. 

The  articles  represent  original  material  specifically 
commissioned  for  this  volume,  as  indicated  below: 


Gerard  Anaszewicz 
Q.  Davis  Bowers 
Elvira  Clain-Stefanelli 


Courtney  Coffing 
Richard  Doty 
Cory  Gi 1 1 i 1 1 and 

Robert  Leonard 

John  Lhotka 
George  Li  11  III 


Miguel  Munoz 
Saul  Needleman 

Eric  Newman 


A1  Oikonomides 

Donn  Pearlman 
David  Sear 

Bert  Van  Beek 
Carl  Wolf  and 
Jennie  Sochon 
John  Wright 

The  book  is  available  in  soft- 
limited  hard-cover  edition  for 


Early  Coinage  of  Moscow 
The  Hobby  as  I See  It 
Donors  and  Donations: 

The  Smithsonian's 
National  Numismatic 
Collection 
No tgel d 

English  Merchant  Tokens 
Coins:  Mirror  of  Art 
and  History 

Collecting  U.S.  Tokens: 
Challenges  and  Rewards 
Medieval  European  Coinage 
Caudill  ism  as  Demonstrated 
by  Bolivian  Propoganda 
Coinage 

A Coin  Called  Peso 
Economics  of  English 
Coinage 

The  Earliest  Money  Using 
the  Dollar  as  a Unit  of 
Value 

The  Coin  Portrait  of 
Philip  II 
B.U.  or  Beware! 

Eight  Hundred  Years  of 
Roman  Coinage 
Jetons  - Use  and  History 
History  of  the  Chicago 
Coin  Club 
It  Makes  Cents 

cover  for  $15,00  and  in  a 
$25,00.  The  shipping  cost 
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is  $1.50.  Checks  for  the  books  must  accompany  orders  and 
are  payable  to  the  Chicago  Coin  Club,  P.9.  Box  2301, 
Chicago,  Illinois  60690. 


- Information  from  the  publisher 


A NEW  COIN,  A NEW  CENTURY 

George  Dunn^  Toronto Ontario ^ Canada^  NI  U2000 

(A. Ed.  Note:  This  and  several  other  short  illustrated  items  are  re- 
printed from  the  Toronto  Coin  Club  Bulletin ^ while  George  was  its  Editor. 
These  are  from  the  "What's  my  Coin?  - Answers"  pages.) 


Germany  - NUREMBERG  - Square  gold  ducat 
of  1700.  This  beautiful  coin  shows  the 
pascal  Lamb  and  was  struck  to  greet  the 
new  century  (Some  would  say  a year  early, A. Ed.) 
in  the  hope  it  would  be  less  warlike  than 
the  century  just  past.  It  was  struck  in 
both  square  and  round  types  and  in  denomin- 
ations from  the  tiny  1/32  of  a ducat  to 
the  3 ducat  value.  The  inscription  around 
^e  lamb,  TEMPORA  NOSTRA  PATER  DONATA  PACE  CORONA  is  Latin  for 
Prather  crown  our  times  with  the  gift  of  peace".  The  date  is  given  in  a 
chronogram  in  the  legend  (MDCC)  by  making  those  letters  (underlined) 
slightly  larger  than  the  others. 

ic'^ic'kicicicicici^'kicicicic'kic'kicicic'kic'kic'kific'kiciciciciciciciciciciciciritieicicicicie'kicicic'kici^'kicicieic'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k 

THE  DENARIUS  OF  MARK  ANTONY  AND  CLEOPATRA 


Lamb  / Arms 


This  inscription  translates: 
Mother  of  the  Sons  of  Kings" 


"To 


With  the  Armenians  subdued,  Mark 
Antony  issued  a denarius  in  32  B.C. 
showing  his  bare  head  to  the  right, 
with  the  Armenian  tiara  behind  it. 

The  legend  is  "ANTONI  ARMENIA  DEVICTA". 
On  the  reverse  is  found  the  head  of 
Cleopatra  VII  and  the  legend  "CLEO- 
PATRAE  REGINAE  REGVM  FILIORVM  REGVM" . 
Cleopatra,  the  Queen  of  Kings,  and 


In  a speech  to  the  people  of  Alexandria,  Egypt,  Mark  Antony  commanded 
that  Cleopatra  would  be  Queen  of  Kings,  with  right  and  title  to  Egypt 
d Cyprus.  To  his  sons  by  Cleopatra  he  bestowed  Syria  to  Ptolemy, 
h all  of  the  territories  bordering  on  the  Hellespont.  To  Alexander 
he  gave  Armenia  and  whatever  lands  he  might  subdue  beyond  the  Euphrates. 
To  his  daughter  Cleopatra  VIII  he  gave  the  district  of  Cyrene.  Unfor- 
tunately for  Cleopatra  VII  and  her  children,  Antony  lost  it  all  to 
Octavius  the  next  year,  31  B.C.,  at  the  battle  of  Actium. 


uid 

m 


(Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutcher) 
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BOOK  REVIEWS 


SIGNOR  IE  E PRINCIPATI,  MONETE  ITALIANE  CON  RITRATTO 
1450-  1796  ^ 3 vols.,  by  M.ario  Ravegnani  Morosini. 

Dogana,  1984;  1188  pages. 

These  splendidly  produced  volumes  in  quarto  size  cover 
the  whole  range  of  Italian  portrait  coinage  within  the 
dates  indicated.  Volume  I lists  Avalos  to  Fieschi,  Vol. 

II:  Gonzaga  to  Medici,  and  Vol.  Ill:  Milano  to  Venti- 
miglia. The  work  opens  with  a comprehensive  index  followed 
by  a presentation,  a foreword,  an  introduction  with  a 
chronological  table  of  personages,  a map  of  the  mint 
cities,  extensively  noted  charts  indicating  contempora- 
neous rulers,  three  maps  of  political  geography,  a brief 
description  of  Arms,  and  a list  of  the  important  sales 
andauctions. 

Each  section  is  headed  with  the  family  name;  all  the 
principal  titles  held;  the  coat  of  arms  with  each  shield 
identified;  a detailed  genealogy  (some  going  back  to  the 
year  1000);  a history  of  the  state;  a list  of  mints, 
masters,  and  engravers;  all  the  mottos,  inscriptions,  and 
saints  involved;  and  finally,  a bibliography  for  each 
section.  The  coins  are  listed  in  chronological  order 
under  each  ruler,  along  with  weights;  inscriptions;  de- 
scriptions of  the  portraits  and  reverse  designs;  and  a 
list  of  the  sources,  mainly  auction  catalogs,  where  the 
coins  appeared.  This  last  is  quite  detailed  and  covers  a 
hundred  year  period  from  1897  to  1980.  The  CNI  number 
is  included  wherever  it  can  be  used.  Most  of  the  pieces 
are  illustrated  either  with  photographs  or  engravings. 

The  complexity  of  the  work  may  be  illustrated  with  the 
Gonzaga  family  which  is  covered  in  220  pp.  of  Vol.  II. 

In  its  many  branches,  the  family  possessed  numerous  titles 
including  nearly  the  entire  range  of  hereditary  nobility. 
There  were  multiple  princedoms,  dukedoms,  marquisates, 
etc. 

Senor  Morosini 's  meticulous  scholarship  falters  once 
when  he  catalogs  the  same  piece  - once  as  Messerano  #8 
(Vogel  830)  and  again  as  Castiglione  #1  (CNI  1).  Since 
both  princes  involved  are  named  Francesco  DG  SRIP,  so  much 
is  easy.  M C et  I M becomes  for  Messerano,  Count  of 
Messerano  et  I M;  for  Castiglione,  Marchio  Castiglione 
and  (I)  Medularum.  He  makes  no  attempt  to  translate  the 
reverse  for  Messerano,  but  has  a full  translation  for 
Castiglione. 

Volume  III  has  an  extensive  bibliography,  and  an  index  of 
persons,  engravers,  monetary  denominations  (an  amazing 
variety),  monetary  terms,  and  mints. 
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Now,  if  we  can  have  a similar  catalog  of  the  non- 
portrait pieces,  we  won't  need  to  struggle  with  the 
unwieldy  CN I volumes  quite  so  frequently. 

- Review  by  John  S.  Davenport 


CHUANG  CH’UAN  KO  SUI  PI  by  Dr.  Che-1 u Tseng.  180  pp., 
illustrated,  8 1/2"  x 11  3/4",  soft-cover.  Obtainable 
from  Scott  Semans,  P.O.  Box  22849,  Seattle,  WA  98122  or 
from  the  author  at  P.O.  Box  67,  Winamac,  IN  46996. 

$20.00  postpaid. 

This  recent  work  deals  with  a collection  of  Chinese  coins 
of  unusual  interest,  spanning  the  period  from  the  ancient 
Chou  dynasty  to  the  late  Ch'ing  dynasty. 

It  is  unusually  difficult  to  translate  Chinese  phrases 
into  English  so  as  to  convey  the  complete  meaning  in  a 
few  words.  The  author  therefore  agrees  that  the  short 
title  "Chinese  Coin  Treasures"  would  be  appropriate  in 
referring  to  this  book. 

The  book  does  not  pretend  to  be  complete  in  illustrating 
every  coin  that  was  cast  during  the  period  it  covers.  It 
does,  however,  highlight  many  of  the  more  interesting 
pieces  in  the  author's  collection,  some  of  which  have 
not  been  so  accurately  described  or  portrayed  elsewhere. 
Included  are  the  early,  pointed  and  square- footed 
"spades"  and  "knives"  of  the  Chou  dynasty  --  the  fore- 
runners of  the  first  "round"  money.  Among  the  latter,  a 
striking  example  is  the  seldom-encountered  "40  Cash" 
piece  of  Wang  Mang  (ca.  6-8  AD).  It  is  featured  by  a 
rubbing  and  is  among  a group  of  coins  in  actual  size  in 
a color  photograph  on  the  front  cover. 

Pages  of  the  book  proceed  through  each  succeeding  dynasty. 
Readers  of  the  Chinese  language  will  appreciate  the  nar- 
ratives and  the  legends  accompanying  the  illustrations. 
Engl i sh-reading  collectors  will  recognize  with  interest 
the  illustrations,  many  of  which  they  may  not  have  seen 
in  such  accurate  detail. 

Not  only  are  the  ancient  coins  featured  in  this  book. 

The  author  gives  an  unusually  complete  treatment  to  the 
coins  of  "Hsien  Feng"  of  the  late  Ch'ing  dynasty. 

The  book  reflects  a most  comprehensive  study  of  the  coin 
groups  that  have  been  recorded  from  ancient  times  down  to 
the  Republic.  Collectors  of  Chinese  coins  are  indebted 
to  Dr.  Che-lu  Tseng  for  having  accomplished  this  fine  and 
reveal i ng  work  . 


- Review  by  Lester  D.  Snell 
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MEMBER  NOTICE  PAGE 

Raymond  E.  Whyborn,  411  W.  Reiman,  Seymour,  TX  76380-2439;  WANTED  for 
my  personal  collection:  ^ 


Morocco 

P-54 

10  Dirhams 

ND  (1965-69) 

Morocco 

P-55 

50  Dirhams 

ND  (1965-69) 

Saudi 

Arabi  a 

P-1 

10  Riyals 

AH  1372 

Saudi 

Arabia 

P-9 

50  Riyals 

ND  (1961) 

Saudi 

Arabia 

P-10 

100  Riyals 

ND  (1961) 

Saudi 

Arabia 

P-24 

50  Riyals 

ND  (1983) 

Saudi 

Arabia 

P-25 

100  Riyals 

ND  (1984) 

Saudi 

Arabia 

P-26 

500  Riyals 

ND  (1983) 

All  notes  preferred  in  CU  condition,  but  I will  be  grateful  for  any 
grade.  I want  the  opportunity  to  observe  and  study  them.  All  corre- 
spondence will  be  acknowledged. 

Lester  D.  Snell,  Box  261,  Sonoma,  Calif.  95476:  Has  anyone  encounter- 

ed 1925/6  overdates  in  the  Togo  Y-2  Franc?  Possdbly  a result  of  die- 
mixing with  the  obverse  of  the  Cameroon  Y-2  of  1926.  Opinions? 

Joseph  H.  Zaffern,  22555  Hallcroft  Trail,  Southfield,  Mich.  48034: 

Need  one  copy  each  of  Prices  Realized  from  Eldorado  Mail  Auction  No. 

10  (11-25-85)  and  No.  12  (1-20-86).  Will  pay  postage  and  copy  costs. 

Zdenek  Knapek,  75364  Belotin  233,  Belotin,  North  Moravia  75364,  Czech- 
oslovakia : I need  collectors  for  exchange  of  world  coins.  Write  in 

English  or  Spanish. 

Fox  & Pieratt,  2635  S.  Hydraulic,  32C,  Wichita,  KS  67216:  Need  for  our 

reference  collection  copies  of  French  1930's  newspaper  [La  Paria)  pub- 
lished by  Nguyen  Ai  Quoc  (Ho  Chi  Minh).  Round  silver  35mm.  Obverse 
Ho  Chi  Minh  1890-1969.  Reverse  star  above  wreath  center,  world  with 
hammer  and  sickle,  sun  burst  below. 

ATTRIBUTION  SERVICE:  The  NI  Attribution  Committee  will  accept  from  NI 

members  only,  any  numismatic  items,  whether  paper,  metal,  or  whatever, 
for  attribution.  We  must  limit  the  items  to  a TOTAL  OF  SIX  (6)  MAXIMUM. 
The  cost  is  just  advance  payment  of  return  postage,  including  suffic- 
ient for  insurance  or  registration,  if  desired.  Send  to  NI  Attribution 
Committee,  P.  0.  Box  2057,  Saugatuck  Station,  Westport,  Conn.  06880,  USA 

****************************************************************^^^^^^^ 
NEPOTIAN  (A.D.  350) 


With  such  a short  reign,  all  of  h 
rare. 


During  the  troubled  time  following 
the  death  of  emperor  Constans, 
Flavius  Julius  Popilius  Nepotianus 
seized  power  in  Rome.  Nepotian 
was  a nephew  of  Constantine  the 
Great.  Nepotian  fell  into  the 
hands  of  some  soldiers  of  Magnenti us 
and  was  killed  by  them  after  a 
reign  of  only  twenty-eight  days, 
is  coins  are  scarce,  with  some  very 
(Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutcher) 
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